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AT 


M-----d Boarding School. 


Mavan, 


H AVE long ſince been of Opi- 
nion, that the noble Seminary 
of reſined Breeding and pure 
{ Morals, which lays claim to the 
| Honour of your Education, is no- 


A2 torioully 


iv. - EeisTLE Divicarorr. . 75 
| N deficient in a certain Par- | 
ticular, of the utmoſt ] mportance 
to the future Happineſs and Wel- 
fare of its numerous Members. The 
due. Regulation of Female Litera- 
ture, fo far as it relates to thoſe eſ- 
ſential articles of Plain-Work, Mu- 
fic, and Dancing, has been carried 
perhaps to as great a Degree of 
Perfection as it is capable of by. | 
their ſeveral learned Profeſſors. The 
great Defect which your flouriſh- | 
ing Body, in common with all 
others of the ſame Nature throu gh- | 
out the Kingdom at preſent labours | 
under, is manifeſtly the Want of | 
a Sub-Governeſs, whoſe ſole Buſi- 
neſs it ſhould be to inſtruct thoſe 
IN THEIR . Tres (and who are 


conſequent! * . | 
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conſequently fit to receive, as well 
as likely to be the better for ſuch 


Inſtructions) i in the Nature of thoſe 


Creatures which are commonly 


| called Men. It is really much to 
be lamented, that a young Lady, 


Who has actually ſpent half a dozen 


Tears in a Boarding School, ſhall 
at length come out of it almoſt as 
utter a Stranger to their ſubtle Arts 


and Devices, as if ſhe had never 


been there at all. She is ſtill to 


learn the very firſt Rudiments of 
Love, which ſhe has made little or 
no Part of her Study, and is. no 
more able to demonſtrate the moſt 


eaſyy Propoſition in Ovid, than if 


ſhe had been educated at Home. 


: The many Inſtances on Miſes who 


e . 
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have fallen Victims ten 4 tht : 


Thing reſembling a Man that drop- 


_ ped in their Way, cannot with any | 
Colour of Reaſon and Juſtice be 


imputed to any thing elſe, but fo 
ſhameful a Failure and Neglect in 


ſo important a Branch of their 


Education. For which Reaſon it 


is, Madam, that I have preſumed 
to dedicate to You this little AB- 


' STRACT, drawn from the univer- 


fal SrsrEM of Loves, which if | 
You once make Yourſelf a perfect 


Miſtreſs of, cannot but prove in- 


ſtrumental towards the Security of 
your Perſon, as well as of your 
Fortune. That You may pro- 


ceed an exemplary Pattern of thoſe 
two great Virtues which ſo pecu- 


__ "Ry - 


| 


* 


EbpisrIE DrpicA roa V. vil 
larly belong to, and adorn the 


Virgin State, viz. Neatneſs and 
_ Chaſtity, and in due Seaſon be- 
come a favourite Object; one, 
who, in the ee Lan- 
guage of the noble Authors of the 
| Daily and Public Advertiſer, is 
endued with every Qualification 
that . is neceſſary to render the 
3 Married State happy, 18 "ue ſin- 
-> Wih of, 


MaDAMu, 


Your moſt humble Servant. 


"- 


8 2 © * "Ui on ce ALON <> 162 


T cannot be ſufficiently wondered at, 
that a ſmall portable 7 olume f the 
Res Nature has never to this Day 
been drawn up by one or other of the refined 
Genius s of this Age, who are for ever 
firiking out ſomething, which, in their hum- 
ble Opinion, may contribute to the public, as 
well as their own private Emolument. 1 
mate no doubt but all unprejudiced Readers 

_ whatever will, upon a ſerious Peruſal of 
theſe few Sheets, be ready enough to agree, 
| that ſuch a Piece as this pretends, or ought, 
to be, might prove of infinite ſervice to the 
Dounger Part of the female World, and go 
A wear to render all thoſe dry and barren 


things 
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things which uſually paſs under the Nane 
of Horn-Books, Primers, . the like, 
_ abſolutely vain and ſuperfluous. - For my 
on particular, it is matter of Aftoniſh- 
ment to me, that Miſſes in general have not 
hitherto run into a Thouſand more fatal 
Errors and Over-fights in their Intercourſe 
with the Men, than they really have, and 
that purely for went of having a Guide 
of this ſort ever at hand, which they may 
| have free recourſe to upon all Emergencies. 5 

Fur this purpoſe, I have with ſome Pains 
and Indufiry digeſted all that have been 
laid down by the Ancient as well as N- 
dern Writers upon that never to be ex- 
bauſted Subject of Love, into a Battledere of 
this moderate Size, which I have the reaſon- 
able Hope of all mortal Authors befide, will 
be tranſmitted to, and ſtand the Examina- 
tion of all ſucceeding Ages. It has been no 
fuch eaſy Taſe as may at firſt bearing be | 
imagined to reduce the almoſt infinite Num- 
bers of Precepts to be found in the almoſt in- 
finite Number of Books which have been 


Nn *» 
 doriffen upon that Science to Tar only ; 
and thoſe ſo-very plain and fimple as to be 
comprebended in an Inflant by a Lady of the 
' pooreſt Apprebenſion in the World. The 
Miſeries and Hardſhips which the Fair Sex 
have ſo long and ſo juſtly complained of, are 
Bere traced to their undoubted Source, vis. 
the having a far better Opinion of Men 
than they truly deſerve. For want of a 
more thorough Knowledge of the real and 
intrinſic Value of them, the greater Number, 
efpectally of thoſe who are juft come into their 
Teens, are for ever forming to themſebves 
partial Concluſions about them. A Girl of 
| Fifteen is not old enough to ſuppoſe it pro- 
bable for a Wretch to go about to ſacrifice 
her Innocence and Happineſs to a PFrolic. 
She is apt in the Simplicity of her Heart to 
fet a Man down for ſomething that may poſ- 
fibly be altogether as fincere, and almoſt as 
innocent as herſelf. It can never enter into 
her Mind that be is half ſo inconſtant a 
Creature as ſome, who have their own Expe- 


well 


rience for it, pronounce him to be, and is 
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3 well nigb diſpoſed to take bis Part again 
ber own Mother herſelf. That Virgin mt 
| . be ordinary indeed, who can perſuade berſelf 
to ſuppoſe that Man inſincere who tells ber 
2 ſhe is as pretty as an Angel. She can ſearce 
| From that Moment call in queſtion a Angle 
I Look which he is able to put on, and finds it 
| much too «difficult to imagine, that it is 
1  poffible for him to mean juſt nothing at all, 
or at beſt ber Deſtruction, when he views 
ber as Devotion doth a Saint. For their 
Sakes 1 have here reſolved all thoſe empty, 
wild, and extravagant Notions of Conſtancy, 
Afection, and fo forth, which their Heads 
Have been long enough turned with, into that 
fingle, plain, and ſubſtantial Virtue, com- 
monly known by the Name of Money. With 
regard to the Diſcuſſion of an intricate Queſ- 
tion or two (which every Miſs in her 
Teens has ſo long wiſhed for a full ſatiſ- 
fattory Anſiver to) I have fludiouſly guard- 
ed againſt logical Terms and Diſtin&1ons, 
making uſe of no other than what are per- 
. „ to any ong who is ever ſo 
little 


SKA OK. 
little verſed in Controverfies of this Nature. 
No Figures whatever, let them be ever ſo 
taking, or ſmoothly pronounced, not Celantes 
Dabitis, Fapermo, Friceſimorum them- 
ſelves have found a Place there. All Rhe- 
torich and Flouriſh apart, I have endea- 
voured to expreſs myſelf throughout in fuch 
eaſy and familiar Words, that the moſt illi- 
terate Mortal in being may be able to com- 
prebend me at a fingle Reading, and with as 
little Expence of Thought as poſſible. That. 
no Lady may fail of reaping all the Benefit 
imaginable from a ſerious and careful Peru- 
ſal of the enſuing Piece, it will. be particu- 
larly ſerviceable for her to talk over by 


herſelf, the moſt intereſting and fundamen- 
tal Points, till ſhe has them pretty near at 

ber Fingers Ends. Let her be frequently 
putting to herſelf theſe, or the like Queſtions : 
How many ſpecial Rules gre there? Which 
is the firſt ſpecial Rule? What is a Man? 
Sc. A Soliloquy or two of this Kind, Pe- 


1 cially before Breakfaſt, when the Head is 


clearer and the Spirits are livelieſt, would 
enable 


ww FLAT aO 
enable ont of the ſloweſt Underflanding that 
can be ꝛwell imagined to maſter the moſt diffi- 
cult Queſtion, or ſolve the moſt trying Pra- 
blem which are contained in the New Bat- 
tledore within the Space of a Week. And 

as for the Maxx, who ſhall run it over with 

almoſt the ſame Coldneſs and Indifference, 

the ſame Languor and Remiſſneſs as they 
would a Chapter or two in the BIBLE, and 
| think no more about it; T ſhall give them 
fair warning before-hand (whether they 
Chooſe to take it or not) that their Time and 
oy be will at beſt be ae 


DEF INITION 8. (a) 


I, Max is no other than a Crea- 
ture, which in a more eminent 
Degree excels in theſe three 
principal Ingredients, viz. Va- 
aity, Falſhood, and Impudence, and is con- 
ſequently to be avoided at all Times and in 


all Places as much as poffible, 


2. A CoxcoMB is a barbarous Appel- 
lation for a particular Order of Men, 
whoſe diftinguiſhing Characteriſtic it is to 


6) The three preceding bard and obſolete Terms, which 
ſo frequently occur in the New Batrledore, and are ſo very 


liable tobe miſinterpreted, I have ſet out with giving as clear 
and 5 * of, as the Nature of them will 


have 
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036 } 
vave_'a.,mbore unfeigned Regard" for this 
(dves than for the whole RE: of Females 
put together. 73 * 

3. Love is: nothing elle but a Fi her, 
or a Word tranferred from its firſt and hatu- 
ral Signification viz. a more than ordinary Re- 
= for ſome particular Object, and forcibly 
applied to a, quite different one, which it 


does not originally lignify, but _ ſtand 
for, VIZ. Monzy. ( * 


| 7 


eee 
of COXCOMBS. — 


HE State of iVirgin, eſpecially through- 
out the Metropolis of this Kingdom, 
from the Time of entering into her Teens, to 
that of going out of them, may be deemed 
a truly militant one; and it fre 4 raiſes 
in me the alternate Emotions of Pity and 
Indignation, to ſee them perpetually engaged 
in (however unequal) a Combat with one 
or other of that infamous Set of human 
Creatures, commonly called Coxcombs, and 
enn! it will be greatly for their Intereſt to 


(6) By the help of this Definition any Mie whatever may 
| be able to ſatisfy herſelf whether ſhe is. properly ſpeaking, 
in Love with any Man upon Earth, viz, When her Palin 


For him riſes juſt. as high, and not a Jot higher, Un boon 
Boney he is poſſeſſed of will Warrant. 


| .- * 
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+6 able to 'Aiſtinguiſh at firſt fight by pecu- 
lar Marks. A Coxcomb thi is, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, a ſort of Indian who worſhips 4 


certain Idol, viz. himnſelf, purely for its Ug-- 
lineſs and Beformity. There is not a ſingle 


one now extant who is not perfectly con- 
vinced in his own Breaſt, that he infinitely 
excels: all Mankind befides inn Taſte, Polite- 


neſs and Breeding, and is conſequently the 
moſt A ching in Nature to all ſuch 


Ladies, with whom he once condeſcends to 
make himſelf fümiliar. He is ever moſt ela- 
borately careful of his Outſide, and thinks 
bimfelf obliged in Conſcience to follow 


the Court Faſhion of that Month in all its 
Altitudes. The Reputation of a fair Hand, 


carries it in his Account beyond that of che 


ſtrongeſt Senſe in the World. That ex- 
travagant Complacency, which he takes 


in himſelf, thus finiſhed and cvrrected to 4 
Hair, mickes him naturally conclude every 
Girl he meets with to be downright in Love 
with him. His Converſation is wholly 
made up of the laſt Lord whom he dined 
with, the laſt Lady that had a Deſign upon 
his Perſon, the lact Actreſs who came up- 
on the Stage, or the laſt Romance that 
happens to be in Vogue. His Wit (if it 
muſt go by that Name) is as little as you can 
_ ealily imagine, and the Sum of his Learn- 
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ing amounts to a Scene in Congreve, or a 


Words, which may not improperly be 
Proper junctures drop certain Words of ſo 
aptivating a Nature, that a Miſt who is 
y- turned of Sixteen, would f be apt to 
think it little leſs than want of Humanity to 
urn a deaf Ear to. He ſhall at the ſame In- 
tant be able to throw ſo much Love (as it 
is called) into his Face, that one who has the 
leaſt Tincture of Compaſſion ſhall find it al- 
moſt impoſſible to withſtand. A ſingle Glance, 
reaſonably timed, ſhall be more than ſuffi 
cient to. qa hag the moſt E Heart, 
5 — 2 odd Geſtures, and taking dumb 
_ Shews, which he has attained to in wonderful 
Perfection, as he duly practiſes them before 
his Glaſs a third Part at leaſt of every Day 
throughout the Year. But in order the 
more effectually to raiſe your Abhorrence of 
ſo pernicious and  contemptible a Race of 
Vermin, I ſhall make no ſcruple, of ex- 
tracting a Leaf or two, out of à Pocket Mir- 
ror or Diary, which apparently belonged to 
one whom Nature and Education conſpired | 
ty make a Coxcomb from his Infancy. 


The 


FE 
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The  COXCOMBY DIARY. 


4EIZED to edt erery Mothing of 
7 my Life (beſides Billet-doux) * 
Cards from the Honourable Mr. , 
{I 2 F.,, the Marquiſs of 
yl 


am one of her Rout. 


Miſs B. inthe County of Kt, worth 


6000 J. (ſome will have it 5060) on the Day 
that ſhe comes of Age; being 2 5th of Mail 
1750 Her Skin iickihied coarſe and un- 
e 17255 very apt at Certain Seaſbns to 
offend my Faculty of Smelling, Whieh is con- 
feſſedly acute, through her groſs Neglect of 
and Contempt for that Royal beautifying 
Liquid commonly called WarTrs, Mis 
of Square, with 300 l. per Ann. 
in Land, being left her by her Uncle Sir 7 
R, according to the Report of who 


conſulted Dogor”'s Commons for that very 


Purpoſe, and takes Place on the' Day of 


get a Huſband of ſuperior Fortune. 
N. B. The verieſt Prude within the Bills 
of Mortality. En 
'Dear Lady char lite 8 going on to 
Perfection as faft as her Grandfathes and 
B 2 Grand- 


dy Mary C —— never eh but wi cler 1 


1 being the firſt Day that ſhe 1 
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20 
Grandmother and * will be pleaſed to 
die off — will in all human Probability be 
the moſt accompliſhed Creature within the 
Space of half a dozen Years. Every Charm 
grew viſibly ſtronger upon the Death of her 
Uncle, who left her a Brace of thouſands.. 
Poor Betty K—g how ſurprizingly altered 
for the worſe fince her Father (whom I ever 
conſidered as a ten thouſand Pound Man) 
was declared a Bankrupt — appeared to me 
infinitely. more pale and ſcraggy than ſhe 
did-the Day before; the uſual Tincture in her 
Lip and Luſtre in her Eye quite de parted— 
really grew ſo throughly fond of me 1 7 laſt 
Time I condeſcended to call upon her, that 
I could e endure the Sight of her ever 
ſince. 
Miss — R— of 1 Heli met her 
by. Accident at my Linen Draper's in Cheap- 
where I vouchſafe to dine once a Quar- 
tet, leſt he ſhould. think I had entirely for- 
got him happened to paſs a Compliment 
upon two or three of her Features, for which 
the poor Creature has loved me to Diſtraction. 
N. B. worth a couple oſ paltry hundred 
Pounds upon the Death of her Uncle by her 
Mother's Side now in the thirty- third Year 
of his Age not ſo handſome as my Hoſier's. 
We by three hundred Pounds... 
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Dear Fanny 8 ſo rich that I have 
got all her Faults, For her fake guilty of 
Infidelity egad towards Miſs — of — who 
is now perfectly beſide herſelf purely upon 
my Account, and three Ladies more of infe- 
rior Rank and Fortune. 
That little finiſhed Coquet E— B— of 
R—þ — flattered and adored by me any 
time theſe nine Weeks paſt, juſt for the Sake 
of filling up the Refuſe of an Afternoon, 
which muſt have otherwiſe hung wretchedly 
upon my hands.— As unexceptionable a Girl 
as poſſible, but for one ſmall Circumſtance 
that ſhe has not, nor is ever Py to have, a 


Wü in * Univerſe. | 


Of LOV E. 


HE Origia of this Paſſion is plainly 
marked out in a Fable that is deli- 
vered down to us by one Pr aTo. Mankind, 
it ſeems, were at firſt created with four Arms 
and Legs, and all other Parts double to what 
they are at preſent, till Jupiter, asa Puniſhment 
for his Sins, cleft him in two with a Thunder- 
bolt, ſince which time we are always looking 
out for theother half for ourſelf. The greatAge 
15 . (taking the Word in its primary and 
B 3 original 


n 


* . 
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original Signifleation) evidently appears to be 


gin with the latter End or thereabouts of 
the Reign of King John, and to conclude 


with the great Rebellion in forty-two. It 


apparently declined in the three firſt Years of 
Richard the Second, and admitted of many 
Refinements and Corruptions during the 
Time of his Succeſſor. The natural Jargon 
of thoſe Lovers Who lived but a few Years 


before, was about that Period-giving place 


to the acquired one which prevails to this 
Day. The great Revolution which the In- 


troduction of Oaths made in the Affairs of 
Love, did not happen till pretty near the 


Beginning of — Art, Grimaces, and Falſhood, 
were then ſubſtituted in the Room of Nature, 
Simplicity, and Truth. The noble Science of 
Hypocriſy was brought to ſo great Per- 
fection by the Men of thoſe Times, that they 


knew how to come within an Inch of a 


Promiſe without ever making it. They 
never advanced a Jot further than was con- 


ſiſtent with a Power of retreating, if their 


Circumſtances and Situation required it. That 
invaluable Secret of making their Addreſſes 
in the moſt fervent Manner imaginable, at 


the ſame time that they reſerved to themſelves 


a Liberty of withdrawing their Affections 
upon occaſion at a Minute's warning, is alto- 
gether their own, Jointures, Settlements, 

3 — 
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and the like barbarous Terms, were then 
firſt made uſe of, which were in a Manner 
utterly unknown in the Days of Philip and 
Mary, when the Couples were © lags together 
for no ſingle Reaſon upon Earth, but becauſe 
they 1 one another. With reſpect to 
our own Times, whether the Female Part 

of the World is under any Penance that we 
know nothing of, or the Male Part is com- 
poſed of groſſer Materials than it formerly 
uſed to be, I do not pretend to determine; 
but the intolerable ſcarcity of Lovers of the 
true ancient Stamp, is really become a me- 


lancholy Confideration. There has been an 


actual Safpenfion of Love (according to the 
old Style) for ſome Years paſt thou 


framuſes and Thyſbes have not been heard 
for above half a Century, and are only 


known by ſome faint Portraits of them to be 
met with in ſome old Hiſtorian. The Truth 
is, almoſt every Maiden throughout the 


Kingdom has room enough to make the 


Milton to herſelf. 


i 8 — — Either 

She never mall find « out fit Mate, but ſuch 
As ſome Misfortune brings her, or Miſtake, 
| or n ſhe wiſhes moſt ſhall ſeldom gain 


B 4 Thro? 


ghout the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter. Your 


plication of the beautiful * * 


| 24 ] 
Thro' his Perverſeneſs, E: ſhall ſee him gain d 
Buy a far worſe ; or if ſhe love, withheld 
By Parents, or her happieſt Choice too late 0 
Shall meet, already link'd, or Wedlock- bound 
To a fell Adverſary, her Hate or Shame, 
Which infinite Calamity ſhall cauſe 
To human TE and human Peace confound. 


EN 
(4) Ti bree ſpecial R U L ES. 


HAT no Man upon Farth has any 


Kind or Degree of Merit indepen- 


dent of his Fox TUNE (9). 


(a) Theſe thai Rules (which are no u 475 arbitrary, or 
invented at Pleaſure, but manifeſtly founded in Nature, Rea- 
ſon, and Experience) do virtually comprehend all that have 
been laid down in all the Syſtems of Love now extant ; the | 
Solidity, Beauty, and Reaſonableſs of which are ſo apparent 
to common Senſe, that Miſſes who cannot yet read their 


Mother Tongue will readily aſſent to them. . . 

(5) The firſt ſpecial Rule will help us to the Meaning of a 
certain Form of Words, which ſo often occurs in the noble 
Authors of the Daily and Public Advertiſers, to the infinite 


Perplexity of Readers of both Sexes, wiz. that of a Lady (or 


Gentleman) who is endoaued with every Qualification neceſſary 


to render the Married State happy, being nothing more than 
a Periphraſis, or Circumlocution, for one who is poſſeſſed of 
at leaſt ten thouſand Pounds. I would humbly propoſe it to 


the mature Confideration of thoſe two celebrated Writers, 
whether in all future Articles of this Nature, the ordinary 
_ Phraſe of a TxzartY of Marriace, might not, for the Sake 


of Prepriety, be conveniently * into n ofa Barca 


AND SALE ON Foor. 
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2. That every Syllable, of how taking a 
Nature ſoever, which a TyinG: commonly 
underſtood by the Nature of an Hua BLE 
SERVANT, ſhall be pleaſed to drop within 
your Hearing, ſhall pa for Juſt OY at 
.es 
3. That no Miss in ner TEENs is under 
any ſort of Obligation to keep her Word; 
when it is clearly for her Intereſt to — 


it Cd). 
W db 8b K 5 Sb n 


Two perplexed and intricate PROBLEMS, 
- which it nearly concerns every Miss 1N HER 
TEENS to be thoroughly grounded in, before 


- ſhe permits herſelf to liſten to the Addreſſes 
F any Man living. 


Pros. 1. To know for certain, whether 
any Man upon Earth who ſhall find in his 


(c) The ordinary Cant of my Life, my Tor, my All the 
World, and ſo forth, which are apt to make ſuch ſtrong and 


awakening Impreſſions in the Minds of the G of 
Miſſes, are to be looked for as Words of Courſe. Thoſe 
Men who are molt of all given to them, are the leaſt ſenſible 
of it. They are become the very Idiom of their Language, 
Turns in their Way of Speaking. 
4 d) By a very uſual and well-known Manner of Talking, 
romiſe is figuratively put for nothing. Beſides, if a Miſs 
has been ſo imprudent, or ſo unfortunate, as to commit a 
verbal Error, it would be highly prepoſterous for her to 
commit another of a more gro/s Nature by perſiſting in it, 
even to hes TU of her Fortune, 


Heart 


| 
1 
| 
! 
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Heart to make uſe of theſe, or the like 
Words, I cannot live without 9 is nen, 
in carneft or not. 15 5 


. no manner of W at all to any 


thing he ſhall be pleaſed to ſay upon that 


Article, according to the ſecond ſpecial Rule, 
which I fappoſe you to have by heart, for 
you may liſten to him from Day to Day 
throughout a Month, and turn him over in 
your Mind as long as you pleaſe, without 
coming a Jot nearer to the Knowledge of his 
— Let him even take regularly fifty 
Kiſſes a Day, and at proper Intervals ſqueeze 
both your Hands into the Bargain, but pay 
not the loweſt Credit imaginable to either at 
your Peril. All Divinations of whatever 
Kinds, nay Dreams themfelves, muſt be 


looked upon as things that are in their own 


Nature perfectly indifferent, and ſuch as no 
Miſs, that is not willing to be laughed at for 
her Pains, will be able to lay any Streſs in 
the World. upon. The only genuine and 
infallible Criterion of a true Paſſion, which 


the moſt ſagacious and penetrating Enquirers 


have to this Day found out, is this, vi. 
hen he ſhall of his own Accord infift up- 
on. it, that you will ſuffer him to fix every 


Shilling he is worth upon you and your 


Heirs for ever, For which Reaſon it is, 


that your poor Lover, in Order to give ſuch 


a Proof 


a 

a Proof of his ſincere. Regard as may be 
fely depended upon, is indiſpenſibly obliged, 
in he final Reſult of Things, ta have recourſe 
to hanging, drowning, or piſtoling himſelf. 

N. B. Not one of the eight Marks by 
which, according to Shakeſpear, you may 
know a Man in Love, is at preſent to be any 


ways truſted to, being, no doubt, — 
calculated for the Men of his own Times, 


VIZ, a lean Cheek, a blue Eye and ſun- 
ken, an unqueſtionable Spirit, a Beard ne- 
glected, Hoſe ungartered, Bonnet unbanded, 
Steeve unbanded, Shoe untied, and every 
thing about him demonſtrating a careleſs 


Duſplation, Al. you bhe it, Act . Se. 8, 


 ProB. 2. Any two Lovers being given, to 
know which to take. 


Find out by all human Methods that can 
be deviſed, the exact Number of Pounds, 


Y whether contained in Land or Stocks, which 
either of them are at that Inſtant actually 


poſſeſſed of. You cannot poſſibly uſe too 
much Caution and Deliberation in a'Search 
of ſo intricate and material a Nature, Cer- 
tam Miſſes, who have a falſe Byaſs upon 
their Minds, and at the ſame time have not 
that pure Love for Money which they ought 
to o have, are for abridging Matters as far as 


lies 
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Hes in their Power, as if they were afraid of 
coming at the real State of their Purſes. If 
upon the Enquiry of certain Perſons whom 
you ſhall deem worthy of ſuch a Truſt, it 
appears to a Demonſtration that they have 
not a Foot of Land, or a Penny in the 
Stocks between them, they will in great 
Kindneſs and Charity let you know it, and 
there need no more Queſtions to be aſked. 
Their Virtue, and their Honour, and their 
Regard, and all that (let. them be as great as 
they pleaſe) are no other than ſo many 
Cyphers, which for want of a Fi re will 
| Rand for juſt nothing at all. Suppoſing 
him that happens to 8 the bs Eſtate \ 
to be likewiſe (which may ſometimes fall 
out) the more perverſe, the more fooliſh, 
and the more inſolent of the two; you 
muſt even take up with his greater Degree of 
Perverſeneſs, and Stupidity, and Inſolence, 
and his better Eſtate together, and that in 
ſpite of all Remonſtrances whatever from 
either Parents or Guardians. ä q 
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A certain 
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A 3 rare 1 extraordinary Inflonce, 


| which has very much the Air of a Romance, 
and not one in a Thouſand will find in their 
Heart to give any Credit * to. 


T has ever been looked upon as a mon- 
ſtrous Step, which Numbers of Men 


Have been pleaſed to take, and it behoves 


every Miſs in being to diſcover a proper 
Reſentment of, viz. when a Fellow ſhall 
preſume to break his Mind (as it is phraſed) 


to the Father or Mother of any Girl they 
pretend to like, as if it was in their Power or 
Will to command her to fall in Love with 


the Man whom they might poſſibly have no 


_ ObjeQtion to themſelves. There are of this 
Sort, who . ſhall be vain and impudent 


enough to let you know that they have 
mentioned the Affair to your Parents or 
Guardians, and ſecurely reckon upon your 
own Aſſent as a thing of Courſe. 3 

The Honourable Mr, who was 
one of this Stamp, but much too great a 
Coxcomb to be capable of Love, not long 
fince produced the Rent-Roll of his Eſtate 
for the Inſpection of the Father of Miſs 
L—— who was perfectly ſatisfied that he 


was no other than the Man he pretended to 


be, viz, poſſeſſed at that Inſtant of thirty 
thouſand 


; - 
n * rare bt 22 > ra” 5: xx 4 2 „. 7 n Lots n , 
EC LEES IR Cn CT bo NEED PT R Ie e e Ye Op; CPs 
— — — 8 1 2 ” Ward —— ä 244er 
— . — 2 — N o — 7 ep rr ny 
* 2 8 9 90 — 2 . * 3 es 28 Xs St SOR Hs, CO NL CA 9 
A F - + RNAs i * n . * 
"ROW. DO SPY — n 9 


. eh — 
—— . ˖r*—²3C9ĩi0 
12 N * n 3 
r * D "oe 2 


[30] 


| thouſand Pounds. Upon the ſole Merit. of ; 


this Plea he was highly contented to reſt 
his Succeſs, as being groſsly deficient" in the 


lefler Articles of Breeding, Honeſty, and 
"Underſtanding, He never once entertained 


(as was natural) the leaſt doubt but he ſhould 


car ſecure the Affections of the old 


Jentleman, which muſt ſoon be followed by 


' thoſe of his Daughter, who could no ways 


look for the Addreſſes of a Man of his Rank 


and Fortune. B—— who happened to viſit 
her at the fame time, appeared in his Eye 


a very contemptible Rival, who was indeed 


confeſſedly remarkable for his good Senſe, 


good Nature, good Manners, and ſuch like | 


Virtues, which he did not intend to grudge 
him; but withal of a pitifully ſmall Fortune, 
Within the Space of a Month, by I know 


not what fatal Turn of Mind, in ſpite of all 


Expoſtulations on the Side of all her Rela- 
tions, the many noble Examples to the con- 


trary ſhe was on all Sides ſurrounded with, 
and the direct Violation of the firſt ſpecial | 


Rule itſelf, which ſo expreſsly forbids any 
Lady upon Earth to pay the loweſt Regard 
to any Kind of Merit, except that of Money, 
ſhe abſolutely declared herſelf in Favour of 
the latter, to the utter Amazement of the 


whole Sex, with whom the has paſſed ever 
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fince-for a How: perverſe and re- 
fractory, how blinded. with Paſſion, how 
altogether different from the whole Race of 
Females muſt ſhe be, who could prefer one 


Man, whom ſhe Jored, with an inconſider- 


able Income, to another, whom ſhe hated, 
with thirty thouſand Pounds I would juſt 
add, that nothing can fairly be drawn to the 
Diſadvantage of the Fair Sex from ſo fingu- 
lar an Example, in which there ſeems to be 
an Union of Events, that can never, in all 


human Probability, come together ao 


to the End of the Gen 


of COURTSHIP. 
HAT Courſe of Probation commonly 


called Courtſhip, as far as it can be 
ered from oral or written Tradition, took 
its Riſe from certain peculiar Notions which, 
it ſeems, were held in no ſmall Degree of 
Veneration by the Fathers and Mothers who 


lived about a Century and a half ago. They 


were ſtrongly poſſeſſed with an Opinion, 


that a Daughter ſhould have ſome little Ac- 


quaintance with the general Turn of Beha- 
viour, the Temper, and even Religion of a 
: Man, whom ſhe entertained the moſt diſtant 


T _ 


my = ge we nba Hh - ot a 46” 


= Py ed * T en 
5 ws — gs > <q: x 1 * 1 * Nm £ ** * a 7 + * 8 {hs U 2 n 
_ — I rr. I Ei . I SCES 
4 p54 Pr _ * 2 — wot 7 - - — — 2 465% * n 3 I 
— "4 —— — W I 2 ma, "pa" — . n . R ra 4s 1 r * . ts th SE at * . 
hoſe k * — * 7 8 o f 3 2 Sg. LS n ; 5 a . ALS 4 1 KATY enn 0 8 
. T_T ——Eﬀ————————_—_—————— ——  ———— ²˙ ˙¹ö.e TT OOO 
B 4 


o —_— err ² . porn wo ve. AST oy I EPL Mer 17 GR TI I err 4 
& ” 1 . 
l J — 7 T N 3 
7 „„ — 


Rx 
be 
7 
1 
4 
— 
. 5 
4 
. 
2 
- X 
70 
4 
* 
© 
d 
8 
22 5 
4 
” 
| ; 
: 
þ.. ” 
; 
| 2 
. : 
& 


[2]. | 
Thoughts of ſpending the Remainder of her 
Days with. They were ſingular enough to 
expect, that one who pretended to their Fa- 
vour and Approbation in a Propoſal of ſo 
concerning a Nature, ſhould not be alto- 
gether a perfect Stranger to the firſt Rudi- 
ments of Honour, Jdſtice, and Integrity. It 


would never once have entered into their 
Imaginations to oblige a Child, under 


the dreadful Penalty of leading a fingle Life 


to the End of her Days, to reſign herſelf up 
into the Hands of a notorious Drunkard, or 
| Whore-maſter, purely for the Sake of his 
Money. They had no Conception of ſacri- 
_ ficing hr to a Man that ſhe never ſaw or 
heard of, merely upon the Account of his 


Title, They were apt to look upon it as 


perfectly ridiculous for any Woman living 
| rot 
ſed himſelf of diametrically oppoſite Tenets 


Happineſs with one, who profeſ- 


in Religion. Indeed, let his Eſtate be ever 
ſo immenſe, and his Perſon ever ſo unex- | 
ceptionable, they could not, in their weat 


and corrupt Judgments, perſuade themſelves 


to paſs over the Circumſtances of his Pro- 


bity, his Temper, and his Morals, as wholly 


inſignificant, and no ways deſerving of a 


ſingle Enquiry. Now whether it has ap- 


peared from ſome few Examples that might 
be gue, even within theſe laſt twenty or 
thirty 


„„ 
thirty Vears, how vain and abſurd a Thin 
it is to go about to make any certain Dif- 
coveries upon Points of ſo precarious a Na- 


ture, an Hour on this Side of Matrimony; 


or they can pretty near foretel what would 
be the Iſſue of ſuch Enquiries; but our mo- 


dern Parents have unanimouſly agreed to lay 


them aſide, and been highly contefited to 


take them upon Truſt. There may poſſibly 
be ſtill remaining a fingle Inſtance or two of 
a Father or Mother, who ſhall be whimſi- 
cal enough to make a ſlight Mention of, and 


perhaps lay ſome little Streſs upon theſe pretty 


well exploded Niceties ; but their number is 


much too inconſiderable to be made account 
of, The Generality have long ſince approved 
themſelves ſo infinitely ſuperior to their Pre- 


deceſſors in Conduct and Penetration, with 


reſpect to that great Article, vix. the Diſ- 
pom of a Daughter for Life, that the moſt 

rutiſh, debauched, and worthleſs Man of a 
Thouſand a Year in being, may have a rea- 
ſonable Hope that his Vices, Brutality, and 
Worthleſsneſs may be over-looked or forgot; 
at the ſame time that the moſt decent and 


worthy Man upon Earth, who only happens. 


to be poor, may depend upon having his 


Poverty called to an Account, and ſuch a 


+ 


Reception as ſo heinous and capital a 
Crime deſerves, LY; YO 14.7 
1 1 Certain 


3 
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Certain plain * eaſy Directions bow to be- 
bave yourſelf in ſo trying and critical a 
e the Hour of CoukrsEHIT7. 


DIA TION 5 


o W unreaſonable ſoever you may |: 

fancy it for a Man to ſpeak nothing "| 

but the Truth juſt at ſuch a time, let me in- I 
ſiſt upon it in "the firſt Place, that you do 4 

not permit, much leſs eneourage him to per- 1 

ſevere for a whole Month together in a q 
Courſe of Flattery, which he may be likely 1 
to enter upon againſt his better Judgment 4 

purely for your Sake, It is really enough, | * 


one would imagine, to make a M/s who is 
juſt entered into her Teens giddy, to hear a 
Man by the Hour talk Nonſenſe ſo devoutly. 
4 Nor can I pronounce you wholly unanſwer- 
Bil able for thok many. new-fangled Oaths and 
| | downright Lyes, which a Man fo circum- 
ſtanced is in a Manner forced upon, ſince it 
is lately become next to impoſſible for him 
1 to get through a Courtſhip of a fingle Week, 
| under at leaſt a Score or two of both. 
2. I could likewiſe wiſh that you would 
top him as ſhort. as conveniently may be in 
7 that abominable Practice of promiſing ETzx- 
RR... 6 Love, without any Reſtrictions or 
It 6 N Limitations 


[35] 


Limitations upon Earth, although it may 
poſſibly within the Space of a ſingle Day, 


nay Hour, be laid aſide for ever. You may 
at leaſt take my Word for it, that let his Af- 
fection be ever ſo ardent and intenſe, juſt at 
that Article of Time, it can hardly fail to 
admit of certain Intervals and Abatements 


(and thoſe peradventure not inconſiderable) 
within the Compaſs of a Lunar Year. 


* 
* — 


3. During the whole Proceſs, keep your 
Heart, if poſſible, altogether untouched, and 
in a State of perfect Inſenſibility, for this 
muſt give you a great Advantag 


e over him 
in a thouſand Reſpects, beſides that I am 
going to mention, viz. that the Loſs of 


him will be rather an Amuſement than a 
Diſturbance to your Thoughts. A Miſs may 
divert herſelf with an annual Succeſſion of 
 Sweet-bearts, juſt in the fame Manner as a 


Maſter may with an annual Succeſſion of 


 Pinks and Tulips in his Garden. 


4+ If with all your Endeavours you can- 
not (or make yourſelf believe that you can- 
not) help falling in Love with any particu- 
lar Man (which is a very poſſible Caſe, let 
Mothers and Fathers at their Seaſon of Life 
make a Jeſt of it as they pleaſe) let it how- 
ever appear as little as may be in your Looks, 
Words or Actions. There are many Rea- 
ſons why he ſhould not preſently be ac- 

8 C2 quainted 


„„ 


quainted with it, of which I ſhall juſt let 
you into 2 Couple, © viz. leſt he ſhould 


from that Inftant begin to ſlight, if not de- 
ſpiſe you himſelf, and left he ſhould alſo 
(which you may fairly reckon upon) ex- 


ſe you to the Scorn and Derifion of half 


us Acquaintance, No Miſs indeed is ac- 
countable for the violent Interpretations and 
forced Conſtructions which her ductile Ad- 
mirer may be pleaſed to put upon any thing 
ſhe looks, ſays, or does; nor can ſhe at all 
help, and therefore ought not to be in the 


leaſt concerned for, his wreſting them into a 


quite contrary Meaning, nay applying her 
very Silence (which may confeſſedly in 


ticular Caſes and at certain Junctures ſignify 


rather too much) to his own Advantage. 

5. At the ſame time let me ſtrictly warn 
you againſt being over-defirous to let ſome 

particular Man know how much you hate 

and deteſt him; becauſe I have mor2 than 


once diſcovered, in ſpite of themſelves, a 


latent Spirit of Love in the Breaſts of certain 


Ladies, for thoſe very Perſons whom they 


let no favourable Occaſion paſs of being very 
angry with, and very ' ſevere upon, ſince 
according to the Father of Dramatic Poets, 


"A renin Guile hav not ici mave fide 
Than Loye that would ſeem hid— SHAKEsPEAR. 


6, With 


2 


371 
6. With reſpect to clandeſtine Courtſhips, 
as prudent as certain Miſſes may fancy them- 
ſelves in cheating their Fathers and Mothers 
by providing Huſbands for themſelves with- 
out their Knowledge or Conſent, they can- 
1 not in my Opinion give a ſtronger Proof of 
their want of common Senſe. For it is very 
evident from a Multitude of Inſtances, how 
liable they are to make wrong Computations 
with regard to the exact Quantity of 
Tous AN ps, which Huſbands of their own 
Jeeking may bring along with them. And 
really if they are of the Number of thoſe who 
ö | are infinitely ſcandalized at (what is called 
\F, by way of Reproach) marrying for Intereſt- 
__— ſake, and to leave the above-mentioned Article 
5 out of their Account, they will in all human 
probability have leiſure enough to repent of 
their own fooliſh Choice. I can at preſent 
recollect but a ſingle Caſe, wherein no Duty 
to your Partents obliges you to acquieſce 
in their Will and Pleaſure, and that is when 
they ſhall for Reaſons beſt known to them- 
ſelves inſiſt upon it, that you give a Man of 
e hundred the Preference to another of 
fix hundred a Year. PE PIC 
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F. As to the preciſe length or extent of 
2 reaſonable Courtſhip, I do not know a 
ſingle Writer upon the Subject who has 
come to a certain and determinate Conclu- 
C 3 i 


* 
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* ſhall therefore only admoniſh you | 
to * the middle Courſe between ſome who 
are for letting it run into the unneceſſary 


Length of ten or a dozen Years, and others 


who are for drawing it into ſo narrow a Com- 


paſs as that of ten or a dozen Days, if not 


Hours, building too much upon that cele- 


brated Axiom of Happy's the Mooing that's 


not long a doing, than which I ſcarce know a 
more fallacious one, or leſs to be rely d up- 


on, and which I cannot help thinking was 
originally framed by a particular Set of Fe- 


males, and ſhall here diſtinguiſh them by the 
Title of (a) BROK ERS In Love, and whom 
for your further Security, I ſhall characterize 5 


in as few words as poſſible. 


8. With regard to giving g him his final 
nn nn is "uy far on moſt difficult 


Part 


(a) A W in Lovs, is one who makes it the Buſi- 
neſs of her Life to bring young loving Things together, in 
Defiance of all their Friends and Relations. She is perfectly 
acquainted with every Girl in the Pariſh that ſtands in need of 
a Huſband, and is ready to help her to one with the firſt Oppor- 
tunity. She will let you upon Occaſion into the ſecret Hiſ- 
tory of every Amour that is ing on from one End of the 


Neighbourhood to the other. There is not an Aſſignation 
but Thall reach her within a few Minutes after it is made, nor 


a Marriage-Article but ſhe will have Intelligence of within a 
ſhort Time after it is drawn up. She is never On. Loſs for 
the moſt authentic Reaſons why one Match was at that 
Inſtant broke off, and why another is not yet 41 to 
Maturity. She is extremely verſed in the Genealogies of 
every Foe! of Mark and Character within a reaſonable dil. 

tance 


r P = n ; N. : 2 eee 1 
Pe Bn RED. 2:05 ee SS FEET r "E TS. e * ae LENT Bt ares es. 
8 $ N 4 = WR 0 4 n r n 6 ” . 5 
* N * b 4 > " 4 4 . 7 9 * * — — ROE 


„ e eee eee ö 
on: * F< 4 


Part that falls to your ſhare, and not one 
Miſs in a Hundred goes through with a 


[39] 


becoming Grace and Propriety) there are 
two Methods which for the moſt Part take 
Place, either of which I utterly diſapprove 
of and declare againſt. The firſt, which is 
in chief Requeſt among thoſe who cannot 
poſſibly frame their Months to bring forth ſo 
grating a MonoSYLLABLE is, that of making 
it over to a Mother, or other Relation or In- 
mate that happens to reſide in the Family, 
who are for many Reafons, which I do not 
chooſe to ſet down, altogether unequal to the 
Taſk. The ſecond (which is ſtill worſe than 


the former) is that of ſhifting it off to a Let- 


ter, which may perad venture never come 
to hand, and ſo become the Occafion of in- 
finite and endleſs Anxieties on both fides ; 
or if it ſhould come to hand, may in all 


ac of her, Mention but an Heireſs, and ſhe will enter 


very minutely into the Circumſtances of her Birth and Pa- 
rentage, and give you an exact Information of the Fortune 
ſhe is entitled to by her Mother, as well as Father's Side. 
Name but a Toaſt, and ſhe will be quite as explicit upon the 


Articles of her Shape and Eye-brows, together with the pre- 


ciſe Year of our Lord in which ſhe was born. If you talk 


of a Man of Rank and Quality, you will be no longer to feck 
for the Perſons he is deſcended from by a direct or collateral 


line, as well as the Expectations he is born to upon the 


Death of his Father, and perhaps Grandfather; nay a Broker 
of more than ordinary Talents ſhall not ſuffer a ſingle Maiden 
to leave her Father's Houſe without her Notice, or even to 
take a Kiſs without her being privy to it. nk 5 | 

C 4 human 
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human probability be ſhewed about to half 
the Neighbourhood for a little harmleſs Sport 
and Diverſion. Upon a thorough and mature 
Examination ofthe Premiſes, I have upon ſome 
Thought and Application of Mind hit upon 
an Expedient which is no ways liable to the 
Evils above- mentioned, and will at the ſame 
time exempt you frem a World of Confu- 
ſion, Perplexity and Stammerings, that almoſt 
neceſſarily accompany the delivery of your 
laſt Reſolutions (as it is vulgarly called) by 
Word of Mouth. You have nothing more to 
do but to draw upon a Veſſel of gilt Paper, 
a Teſtimonial (of which I ſhall ſubjoin a 
few Examples) and deliver it with all the 
Art you are Miſtreſs of (leſt the Surprize 
may be too great for him) into his own Hands 
the laſt Viſit you are pleaſed to ſuffer him to 
make, together with a ſolemn Injunction ta 
lay it carefully aſide, for the Peruſal of the 
next Lady whom he ſhall think worthy of 
his Addreſſes. 
9. As to that Article of Articles com- 
monly underſtood by the Name of SET TLE- 
MENTS, let me inſiſt upon it that no Lady 
breathing ſo entirely confides in the Affec- 
tions of her Huſband Elect as peremptorily to 
decline all ether Tenure of his Eſtate, For, 
let his Integrity be as great, or a Degree 
n than that. of any Man beſide, Parch- 
ments 
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ments and Seals are very good additional 
Securities, and not at all to be deſpiſed by the 


moſt believing Love-fick Maid in being. 
And I may venture to affirm, that in a Courſe 
of twenty Years and upwards, not above one 
in ten Thouſand ſhall have occaſion to re- 
pent that ſhe ever made mention of Paper, 
Wax, and Witneſſes, for her ſtill greater Se- 
Curity. „FF 
Io. As ſoon as the Settlements are ac- 
tually drawn up, let the Interval between 
that Day and the Conſummation of Mar- 
riage (which may not improperly be termed 
the middle State between a ſingle and a 
married one) be as brief as you can well 
make it. For beſides that no Miſs upon 
Earth can have a full and abſolute Aſſurance 
of any Man living till ſhe is really bound 
Wife to him, ſo near a Proſpect of a Huſ- 
band as a ſingle Week or two cannot but 
affect the Imagination of moſt Miſſes to ſuch 
a Degree, as ſcarce to let them eat, drink, 
ſleep, orperform any of the ordinary Functions 
of Life with their uſual Eaſe and Serenity. 
The Exhortations and Charges that are com- 

mon in theſe Caſes may be fairly compre- 
hended within the Space of two Days and 
a half (which at ſuch a JunQure muſt be 
' conſidered as a kind of Eternity) provided 
that a proper uſe be made of them. 
SO — — 


1 


Particular Forms of TesTIMONIALS, upott 
the Diſmiſſion of an HUMBLE SERVANT, 


4 * 


1 HE S E are to certify whom it may 


4 
2 _ F 
"3 
3 S 
- 


concern, that on the Furſt Day of 
April 1753. B. D. aged Thirty-one Years, 
born in Ireland, and remarkable for his na- 
tive and hereditary Impudence, a certain 
Volubility of Tongue, and an uncommon 
Breadth of Shoulders, made lawful Court 
to me for the Space of five Weeks, upon 
the footing of a Man of 500 J. a Year in the 
County of Tipperary, beſides three thouſand 
Pounds in the South-Sea Annuities, During 
which time, upon the ſtricteſt Examination 
of both my Guardians, it manifeſtly appear- 
ed that he was over Head and Ears in Debt. 
N. B. This is the third Time of Aſking. 
Theſe are to certify whom it may con- 
cern, that on the fifteenth of March 1755. 
J. S. fat down before me in the Form of a 
Lover, whom I gave room enough to con- 
clude, that I had no Manner of Objection 
to for the Value of fix Months, as being of 
| a comely Perſonage, and a pretty Fortune, 
| | till about three Days before the Celebration 
Ti 1 of our Marriage, C. T. Eſq; happened to 
1 ſtep in, and made it appear, to the Satisfac- 
tion of all my Relations, that he was actually 
bs poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed of, at leaſt, a hundred a Year more 


than the formet could pretend to. Upon 


which I directly turned over the Bearer to 


the firſt Lady who ſhould find him worth 
her ' Aceptance. „„ 
Theſe are to certify whom it may con- 


cern, that J. C. who paſſes among his own 


Sex for what they call a Man of Senſe, pro- 
feſſed I know not how extraordinary Paſſion 
for me, in the moſt awkward Manner that 


can be eaſily conceived. He preſſed his 
Attacks for the Space ofa Fortnight, with ſo 


91 


much Simplicity and Modeſty, that I could 


| not help deſpifing him for the Life of me. 
|) His diſtant Bows, and reſpectful Compli- 


ments, grew quite intolerable. Upon a brief 
Enquiry into the State of his Finances, 1 
found them (as I vehemently ſuſpected) pi- 

tifully low, and really thought it a Sin to 
eondemn him to languiſh a Day longer for 


my Sake. os 


Theſe are to certify whom it may concern, 
that T. A. who has all the Marks of a Cox- 
comb which can be deſired, of an Olive 


Complexion, with a Noſe inclining to the 


Roman, viſited me for three Months ſuc- 
ceſſively, to the good liking of all my Rela- 
tions as well as of myſelf, I ſuffered him to 


expatiate at large upon the Articles of my 


Beauty, Wit, Diſcretion, and all that, with 


a great 


am} 
a great deal of Satisfaction, til he had the 
Aſſurance to ſay the very ſame Things over 
again, within my own Hearing, and that of 
three Witneſſes beſide, to Miſs Lydia B—, 
whom I could never endure for being, or 
being thought, almoſt as pretty as myſelf, 
Upon which I forthwith inſiſted upon never 
ſeeing his Face again, in ſpite of all 1 "24 a 
tulations whatever on his Part. 
M. B. He has ſuch a Silver Tongue, as 
it will be next to np for you to with- 
ſtand. 6 
_ Theſe are to certify wha} it may concern, 
that F. 4. of the Temple, who much piques 
himſelf upon his critical Faculty, but is 
equally void of Truth and Money, paid his 
Court to me for three Days and a half, when 
upon entering into a Diſpute concerning the 
Merits of Shuter, in the Character of Sir 
Joun FALSTAFF, he declared that he was 
equal to Quin himſelf, after I had roundly 
affirmed, that I was of a direct contrary 
Opinion. Such groſs. and unprecedented 
Treatment I could not poſſibly avoid con- 
ſtruing into ſuch a total Contempt of my 
Underſtanding, as was no Ways conſiſtent 
with, or becoming the Character of an 
Humble Servant, and therefore diſmiſſed 
bim that ſelf. ame F. | 


| Theſe 


9 ns 


} 
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- Theſe are to certify whom it may concern, 


that FJ. P. with a meager terrified Counte- 
"nance, called at our Houſe one Morning, 
but ſcarce knew how to bring forth his Er- 


rand. Upon ſeeing the particular Diſtreſs 


he was under for Want of proper Words to 


expreſs thoſe Tranſports of Love, which I 
gen found were every Minute rifin g in 


his Breaſt purely upon my Account, I was 
determined to be as conciſe as might be, and 


therefore cutting off all uſeleſs Preambles, I 


inſtantly put to him the GRAND QuzsTION 


which they lead to, and are ſure to termi- 
nate in, viz. How MUCH HE WAS WORTH ? 
and have not ſeen him from that Hour, 


That 


That famous FI Mir IT. 18 
| .,,UTTERLY UNLAWFUL oR NOT FOR A 
oy Lap, UPON. ANY PRETENCE WHAT - 
- EVER, To MAKE THE FIRST Kd 


I 8 TURE, diſcuſed. 


AM altogether as averſe : 35 any Lady up- 
on Earth can be to nice and uncertain 
Diſputes concerning Points, which are con- 

feſſedly of little or no Importance to the 
public Weal, and have only a natural Ten- 
_ create private Feuds, as well as to 

rplex and confound the Underſtandings of 
umbers, who, for want of a reaſonable 
Share of Diſcretion, are pleaſed to engage 
in them, The above Query, however, being 
of a direct contrary Nature, does manifeſtly 
call for all the Time and Pains that I have 
to ſpare, in order to a faithful and impartial 
Solution of it. And I the more readily un- 
dertake ſo. arduous and ungrateful a The 
ſince Ovid himſelf, and the other great 
Maſters in the Stjence of Love, ve in- 
duſtriouſly evaded. i, as if they did not 
care to meddle with any ſuch knotty and 
intricate Matters. It is, methinks, agreed 
upon on both Sides, that every unmarried 

Lady throughout the Kingdom, may law- 

| fully defire and wiſh (although ſhe is not 


permitted 
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permitted at any Rate to declare her Wiſhes 


and Deſires) to be married with the . firſt 
Opportunity; but whether they are indiſ- 


2 l e ſtay till they are aſked or 


of a fair Diſpute, It has 
pF the Advocates for the Fair 


Sex, and that with no ſmall-A — of 


Strength, that the Vamen are born no leſs 
free than the Men; nor can any Period of 


Time be quoted, wherein they have unani- 


mouſly conſented to part with fo confider- 


able a Prilege It has been moreover ad- 


vanced, that the former are naturally en- 
dued with the ſame Paſſions, and thoſe, 
perhaps, equally violent, as the latter, and 
conſequently it is 70 leſs likely for a Lady to 
fall in Love with a Gentleman, than a 
Gentleman with a Lady ; and why 55 . 
ſhould be doomed to wither away in h 
leſs Diſcontent and Solitude any more 
the other, no ſolid Reaſon can be aſſigned. 
On the other hand, it has been alledged, and 
that with ſome Colour of Reaſon, that ſuch 


a Proceeding on the Female Part, is alto- 


gether „ to, and utterly inconſiſtent 
with that Modeſty, which is, or ought to 


be, the grand Characteriſtic of the Sex. To 


which they are pleaſed to add, it is no leſs 
than a direct Violation of that abſolute Law, 


— known by the Name of Cuſtom, 


which 
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which requires every unmatried Lady to 


wait. with Patience, if not with Alacrity, 
till a certain Gentleman ſhall, in his own 
good Time, be pleaſed to fingle her out 


from the whole Body of Females, as the ſu- 


preme Object of all his Wiſhes. Now up- 
on a cloſe and impartial Survey of the Argu- 
ments produced in their due Extent and 
Compaſs on either Side, that I may dif- 


charge the Part of a fair and candid Mop- 


 RATOR, who would fain put a Stop to all 


future Diſputes 7 75 this Head, I ſhall lay 
it down for a fafe Rule of Practice, not 
ſlightly to be departed from (Caſes of extream 
(a) Neceflity ever excepted) that no Maiden 
living preſume to make the moſt diſtant 


Advances to any Man in the World, unleſs 
ſhe can make it appear, that ſhe is at that 


Inſtant in actual Poſſeſſion of at leaſt three 
hundred a Year. By this Means, ſo great 
and uncommon a Privilege will be confined 


to ſomewhat leſs than a ten thouſandth Part 


of the Female Race, from whence, if we & 
deduct the odd thouſandth, or, perhaps, 

two, who are never likely to make uſe of it, 
the Inconveniences that might poſſibly ariſe 


from hence to certain particular Men, are 


| (a) Hippocrates, in certain Caſes, preſcribes a Husnany 
{where Caftor, and the like Medicines, have proved ineffec- 
tual) with great Succeſs, e ; 

e ſcarce 
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3 5 ſcarce worthy to be mentioned. And really 


da ſpeak my Mind freely upon fo important 
a Point, admitting ſuch an Overture on the 
Lady's Part to be abſolutely illegal in every 
Inſtance whatever, I cannot poſſibly find 
dut what Reaſons the Miſſes of Great Bri- 
fain have to boaſt of their Advantage over 
| thoſe of other States and Kingdoms in Eu- 
rope. As for the Many, whoſe Hatred and 
Deteſtation I may reaſonably look for in 
cutting them off for ever from ſo envied an 
Indulgence, | 22 are notwithſtanding here- 
as uſual, regular Viſits to the Mother or Siſter 
of any Man they have encouraged a ſort of 
Kindneſs for; nay for their ſtil} further Con- 
ſolation, abuſing or railing at him from 
Morning to Night, eſpecially before ſuch as 

will be moſt for ward to tell him of it again. 


[ J. 8 


Auer phil Qv esTION, alin qui 2 
© portant with the former, viz. Whether 
MARRIAGE GOES BY DESTINY, di . 


e 1 p 
1 


Av ING armed my Thoughts f for . 
veral Vears paſt to obſerve the ordi- 
nary Courſe of Marriages in this and a'neigh- 
bouring Kingdom, I flatter myſelf that 1 

ſhall be able to let in ſome new Light upon 
ſo obſcure and intereſting a Queſtion, which 
has hitherto proved the Occafion of infinite 
Perplexities, clpecially to the Maiden Part * 
the Female World. 


I ſhall juſt premiſe, cha the EY} me 
ſuperable Difficulties which have to this 


Day embarraſſed all the Diſputants, whether 
Male or Female, who have entered upon this 
Controverſy, are (as it frequently happens 
in Points of an inferior Nature) in a great 
Meaſure owing, to the Diſputants themſelves. 
For want of being Maſters of the Subject, 

they have involved it in a thouſand inextri- 
cable Mazes that did not properly belong to 
it; or elſe, through an Affectation of ſhewing 
their Parts or Learning, they have rendered 
what is ſufficiently plain and obvious in itſelf 
as dark and myſterious as poſſible, Iam 
ready Pugh to acknowledge, that I was for- 
merly 


T7 © 
merly of the Opinion with - thoſe who are 


prone to laugh 1 and deſpiſe the Notion of 


certain Stars having a direct and almoſt irre- 
fiſtible Influence over any particular Treaties 


of ſo ſacred a Nature, till a late Inſtance or 
two, which I could not otherwiſe at all ac- 


count for, determined me to change my 
Sentiments upon that Article. When I read 
not many Years ago of a certain Lady of 


Quality, who is remarkable for her Chaſtity, 
© Prudence, and good Oeconomy, being mar- 
ried to a certain Lord, who is no leſs renown- 

ed for his Gallantry, Weakneſs, and Extra- 
vagance, without the leaſt ſhare of Civility 


or good Nature to atone for his Vices, I 
naturally laid it to the Charge of ſome par- 
ticular Star, 'which no doubt was pleaſed for 
the Jeſt's Sake to bring about ſo unnatural a 
Conjunction. When 1 heard too of another, 
who in ſpite of Parents and Friends, nay 
Poverty itſelf, made choice to ſpend the Re- 


ſidue of her Life with one whom ſhe knew 
at that very Inſtant to be an errant Sot as 


well as a thorough Gameſter ; I could not 
but conclude that ſome malignant Planet or 
other muſt be at the Bottom of it. Such 


judicial Infatuations muſt unavoidably be 
placed at the Door of Saturn at leaſt, and for 


ought I know of Jupiter himſelf, But left 


I ſhould be thought a little ſingular in main- 
: þ x 9235 taining 


r 


©. W 


taining a Doctrine which many bene. i 


N Perſons are apt to call i in queſtion, 
I ſhall appeal to the expreſs Teſtimonies, 


which two of the greateſt Men that Ex ugland. 
ever produced, have given the World * 


thajr Belief of this great Article, 


* 


Happy the Parents of ſo fair a Child, | 
_ Happier the Man, whom FAvouRABLE STARS 
Allot thee to for his lovely Bedfellow. _ 


SHAKESPEAR' s Taming of the Shrew 


Act 5. Sc. 8. 


— And again, 
Late 1 1 1 the cryſtal Wilds of Air, 
In the clear Mirror of thy RULING STAR, ; 

I faw alas! ſome dread Event impend, 
Ere to the Main this Morning-Sun deſcend. 
But Heav'n reveals not what, or how, or where, 
| Warn'd by the Sylph, O pious Maid, beware. 
Tb bis to diſclofe is all thy Guardian can, 

en 5s but more beware of Man | 


Pope's Rape of the Lock. 


NgeveRTHELEsS I will not ſcruple to 
aver, that Jupiter and Saturn have little or 
nothing to do 5 thoſe Matches which are 
ervidentiy founded in PRup ENR; and I. 


verily believe that F. R. Eſq; 1 M. F. 
a whom I take to be the moſt affectionate 


Couple 


g 
5 
£ 
1 
4 
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Couple that ever graced the State 


once in 


the help 
VN. B. That deſpicab 


TEE: i 
of Matri- 
mony, would have come together in de- 
fiance of the whole planetary Syſtem. In- 
deed fuch a Treaty of Marriage is to be 
confidered in the fame Light with the grand 
Conjunction in the Heavens, which accord- 
ing to all modern Calculations can arrive but 
twenty thouſand Years, Let me juſt 
add, for the Conſolation of the more unwor- 


x poſſible, at leaſt three degrees more vain, 
more falſe, more impudent, more any thing 
than the reſt of his Kind, he may ſtill have 
a reaſonable hope that he ſhall one Day by 

of ſome Planet or other, ſucceed 
with the moſt amiable Girl in the Univerſe, 
le Race of Vermin, 
commonly called Fortune-tellers, are every 


jot as liable to err in thoſe weighty Matters 
of the preciſe Day of your Marriage, the 
Temper and Quality of your future Huſband, 
the exact Number of your Children, whether 


Male or Female (which it is ſo natural for 
Miſſes in general to be fo inquifitive about) 
as thoſe who do not pretend to know any 


thing at all about them, 


The 


mme Value of Twelve. pence. It will be per- 


3 11 2 
The! . 


8 H A L = now lay” aſide! my pen with 
1 great Content of Mind, upon reflecting 
how many and precious Advantages the 

whole Race of Females (provided they be 
not wanting to'themſelves) is m- to reap 
from the NEw BATTLEDORE, Which ma- 
nifeſtly comprehends nothing leſs than the 
Revelation of all Love- Arcuna. If I ſhould 
prove the happy Inſtrument of ſaving a ſin- 
gle young Lady or two in the Courſe of a 
Twelve-month from falling into the Hands 
of a Man who has nothing but his Merit 
(taking the Word in its falſe and vulgar Sig- 
mification) to recommend him, I ſhall think 
that 1 have not wrote or lived in vain, and 
never once repent of my pains. And really 
(as Mr. Bayes has it) it coſts one more pains 
and trouble to do theſe things than almoſt 
the things are worth. I truſt that I have 
made ſeveral important Diſcoveries in theſe 
few Pages, which will appear quite new to 
thoſe very Perſons who are ever ſo deeply 
read in Clariſſa or Mrs. Behn herſelf. How 
many Miſſes have purchaſed, at the rate of 
ten or twelve thouſand Pounds, no better In- 
ſtructions than they may pick up here for 


1 7 


"1 wy 


ſectly nn in them for the future to 

complain of the Perfidy of Lovers, who have 
in their own hands a never-failing Touch- 
| ſtone to diſtinguiſh a true from a counterfeit 
one. If there are till one or two left who 
may be charitable, or rather wilful, enough to 
| ſuppoſe that it is poſſible to pick and cull out 
. of the whole Kingdom a particular Man or 


falſe, or ſo impudent as I have faithfully 
nounced them in general to be, let pat 
enjoy their own Suppoſition, and look to the 
fatal Conſequences of it. The Love-fick 
Maiden, whoſe Reaſon is ſo utterly over-ſet 
by her Imagination as to be ready to give 
3 Ker Hand to the Man ſhe doats upon, in ſpite 
of even Poverty itſelf, may from this Hour 
een thank herſelf for it. But let her be ſo 
- juſt as to acknowledge, after ſhe has made 
the dreadful Experiment, and ſuddenly found 
out that Poverty and Happineſs are incom- 
patible, that ſhe was highly to blame in- 
deed for not liſtening to, and abſolutely re- 
lying upon, the honeſt Advice of the Author 
of the New BATTLEDORE. 
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fo, who may not be above half ſo vain, fo 
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